CITY OF WELLS
COUNTY OF FARIBAULT
STATE OF MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-02

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WELLS CITY CODE SECTION 152.137 RELATED TO
BUILDING PERMITS

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WELLS HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Wells City Code of Ordinances, Section 152.137, is hereby amended to add the
additional underscored text to read as follows:

§ 152.137 BUILDING PERMITS.

(A) Permit required. Building and/or land use permits are required for remodeling, altering,
building, relocatingen, and demolishing a structure within the city limits. Building and/or
land use permits are required for the construction or relocation of storage buildings and
private swimming pools within the city limits. The City’s building official shall have the
authority to issue permits and may make such determination based off the activity proposed
in the application in compliance with the State Building Code and City Code provisions. The
decision of the building official may be appealed to the City Council.

(B) Permit fee. Permit fees will be charged in accordance with the amount established by the city
council and reflected in the city fee schedule. The full permit fee must be paid at the time of

application.

(C) Term and expiration. All building permits shall expire one hundred eighty (180) days after
the day of issuance, unless the work set forth in the application is commenced within that
timeframe or the City’s building official has granted, in writing, an extension of time, for not
more than 180 days, after the building official has determined that the applicant demonstrated
justifiable cause for the extension. Any permit issued, where work has been commenced but
discontinued for one hundred eighty (180) days, shall be deemed to have lapsed. All fees
paid under a lapsed permit shall be forfeited to the city. Regardless of any extensions
allowed, any exterior work and roof work covered by the permit must be completed within
twelve (12) months after issuance of the building permit. Building permits for which such
exterior work has not been completed within that timeframe become null and void. Any
person unable, because of hardship, to satisfy the conditions specified within this section,
may apply for an extension of time to the building official. The decision of the building
official may be appealed to the City Council.

(D) Reinspection fee. When reinspection is necessary because of uncompleted work or
corrections orders that are not the subject of an administrative or court appeal, the City may
charge a reinspection fee in an amount established by the city council and reflected in the city
fee schedule,

DOCSOPEN\WE445\1\1027677.v4-6/24/25



(E) Renewal fee. If a permit has expired, it may be renewed as long as no changes have been or
will be made to the original plans for the work. The fee for renewal will be the full permit fee
from the original permit plus an additional 50 percent of the original permit fee amount,

(F) Late payment of fees. When work requiring a building or construction permit is started before
obtaining the permit, the permit fee will be doubled. The payment of the double fee does not
relieve any person from fully complying with the code requirements in executing the work or
from any other applicable penalties.

(G) Suspension or revocation of permit. The City’s building official may, in writing, suspend or
revoke a permit issued under this section whenever the permit is issued in error or on the
basis of incorrect information supplied during the application process or in violation of any
ordinance or regulation of the State Building Code or the City Code. The decision of the
building official may be appealed to the City Council.

(H) Public nuisance. The applicant is responsible for ensuring the location of the property under
a permit does not violate City Code §§ 92.15 — 82.18, sections related to public nuisances.
Any incomplete or abandoned construction site that features conditions making the site a
public nuisance is subject to the enforcement provisions of the related nuisance sections of
the City Code, including but not limited to, abatement.

(I) Violation and penalty. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to erect,
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert or demolish, equip, use,
occupy, or maintain any building or structure in the City or cause the same to be done,
contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of the building code. Any person, firm or
corporation violating any of the provisions of the building code shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and each such person shall be deemed guilty of a separate offense for each and
every day, or portion thereof, during which any violation of any of the provisions of the
building code is committed, continued or permitted.

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect following its passage and

publication in accordance with state law.
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David Braun, Mayor

ATTEST:
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